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ABSRACT

The first printed translation of The Holy Quran into Kiswahili in East Africa was authored by
English Anglican Rev. Godfrey Dale, who was belong to Universities’ Mission to Central Africa
(UMCA), England, and published in 1923. This was followed by a Qadiani translation by
Mubarak Ahmadiin 1953.1n 1969, the first Sunni complete translation was issued by the Kadhi
of Zanzibar; the then Chief Kadhi of Kenya (1968-1981), Abdullah Saleh Al-Farsi, which came
as response to the Qadiani translation. Afterward, several Sunni, Shia and Ibadi translations
appeared. Despite these translations were studied in several studies, but none has classified
them according to their theological affiliations. This research surveys the theological trends
among modern Quranic Swahili translations in five folds that include Sunni, Shia, Ibadi, Qadiani
and Christian missionary trends. The findings of the study attest that various theological
approaches were applied in Swahili modern Quranic translations to convey different
theological views.
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1 Mazrui, Muhammad Kasim. (1980). Tafsiri Ya Qurani Tukufu by Sheik Al-Amin bin Ali Al
Mazrui. Nairobi: Shungwaya Publications Limited, p. XI; Tamim, Ghalib. Sh. Al-Amin b. Ali
Mazrui (1891-1947)-His life and Times. Retrieved on 25 April 2019 from:
https://www.academia.edu/9317317/Sh._Al-Amin_b._Ali_Mazrui_1891-1947_-
_His_Life_and_Times

2 Al-Farsy, Abdullah Saleh. (1991). Qurani Takatifu. Nairobi: The Islamic Foundation. P. xv-xvi.
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4. Chesworth, John. Holy Scriptures and their Use by Christians and Muslims in East Africa,
Transformation, 30(2), Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, SAGE Publications (2013).

5. Dale, Godfrey. A Swahili Translation of The Koran; Muslim World, Volume 14, Issue 1,
January (1924).

6. Gerard C.Van De Bruinhorst: Changing Criticism Of Swahili Quran Translation ; “The Three
Rods Of Moses”. Journal Of Quranic Studies, Vol.15.3, Centre Of African Studies, COAS,
Leiden (2013).

7. Gerard C. Van De Bruinhorst; ‘I Didn't Want To Write This’: The Social Embeddedness Of
Translating Moonsighting Verses Of The Qur’an Into Swahili, In. Journal Of Qur’anic Studies
17.3, Edinburgh University Press, Centre Of Islamic Studies, SOAS (2015).

8. ]. Lacunza Balda: Translations Of The Quran Into Swahili , And Contemporary Islamic
Revival In East Africa. In: Westerlund D And Rpsander ( Eds ), African Islam And Islam In
Africa; Hurst And Company, London (1997).

9. Louise Watts : Translating Ideology : “Tafsiri” of The Quran Into Kiswahili. Available at:
Www.Academia.Edu/10281735/Translating Ideology -Tafsiri of The Quran Into Kiswahili.

10. Nathaniel Mathews: Political And Cultural Aspects Of Quranic Translation in East
Africa, Posted On Azanian Sea, September 19, 2009.
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3 Van De Bruinhorst, Gerard C. (2013). “Changing Criticism of Swahili Quran Translation; The
three rods of Moses”. Journal of Quranic studies, 15(3), Centre of African studies, COAS,
Leiden. P. 206 .

4 Chesworth, John. (2013). “Holy Scriptures and their Use by Christians and Muslims in East
Africa”. Transformation, 30(2), Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, SAGE Publications, pp.
82-89.
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5 Al-Farsy, Qurani Takatifu. PP. 1-20, 528-533.
6 Ibid . P. xiii
71bid . P. 41, 59, 134, 137, 140.
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15 Albarwani, Ali Bin Muhsin. (2000). Tarjama ya “Al Muntakhab” katika tafsiri ya Qurani

tukufu. Beirut: Darul Fajr Al Islami, PP. 10, 19, 27, 54, 56-57, 59, 63- 64, 79, 92, 93, 96, 98,
379-378, 391-393, 402, 416, 425, 447, 766-767, 804, 847-848, 881, 979, 1221, 1228,
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yaani Manabii, Masiddik, Mashahidi, na Masalih (watu wema). Kadhalika katika sura 5 : 21
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ahadi zake za kuilinda hii dini yake ya Kiislamu."(54) .
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