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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research is to clarify the legal framework and national
jurisdiction of the courts in Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates regarding
international crimes and the accountability of military leaders. This is done
through analyzing and comparing the legal texts in both countries. The research
focuses on the ability of national courts to prosecute and punish perpetrators who
commit international crimes, including war crimes, genocide, crimes against
humanity, and crimes of aggression among military leaders. The jurisdiction of
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national courts in the field of international crimes complements international
courts, such as the International Criminal Court. The accountability of military
leaders depends on several conditions, including the existence of a relationship
between the military leader and their forces, and the knowledge or circumstances
that make the leader aware of the commission of crimes by subordinates or forces
that are legally accountable, and the failure to take necessary measures to prevent
or initiate these crimes. If national legislation grants immunity to individuals or
military leaders in Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates, this is not considered
or accepted. The individual or military leader is held accountable for committing
any international crime in their personal capacity, regardless of their official
position or associated immunities. This is in line with the statute of the
International Criminal Court and should be reflected in the national laws of
Malaysia and the United Arab Emirates to enable national courts to specialize in
the field of international crimes. In summary, the research aims to analyze the
domestic laws in both countries and compare them to understand how national
courts are organized and how military leaders are held accountable in case of
committing international crimes, and to what extent these laws align with the
statute of the International Criminal Court.

Keywords: Jurisdiction of National Courts, Responsibility of Military
Commander, International Crimes
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