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ABSTRACT:

Keye’s play-Even kins are guilty is one of high rated Nigerian plays
celebrating Yoruba cultural traditions. Such plausible recognition which
culminated in its adoption as part of reading materials by West African
Examination Council for Senior Secondary Schools later caught the
attention of researchers from diverse academic domains particularly in the
field of education, arts and anthropology. The play, despite the popularity
and unbridle acceptance across West African sub-region, is yet to enjoy
rendition into any language of the world save a recent attempt by one
AbdulRazag who translated it into Arabic in 2021. As a work dealing with
Yoruba cultural heritage, it is replete with culture-bound expressions
capable of inhibiting the translator from deciphering the intent of the
original writer. The current study, hinged on this assumption, aims at
evaluating the translated Arabic version of the play with the intention of
discovering the extent of the translator’s representation of the culture bound
expressions contained in the work. To achieve this, analytical and
descriptive methods were adopted to dissect the 11 sampled expressions.
The study discovered that the translator adopted varied methods of
translation which include: meaning based, word-for-word and equivalent.
It then concludes that such variation was occasioned by dominance of
cultural ideological phenomena such as religion, environment and society
as captured in the work.

Key words: culture bound expressions, translation methods, Yoruba play,
Nigeria, Keye
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