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ABSTRACT

Some researchers hold that Ibn Hazm al-Andalusi was precise in
documenting the views of the sects in his book, Al-Fasl fi al-Milal wa-al-Nihal,
while others hold the opposite view, in other words, that he made errors in
attributing some views to their adherents. However, they excuse him, believing
that this flaw was due to the scarcity of sources and references in his country,
Andalusia, at the time he authored his book, because of Andalusia's remoteness
from the Islamic East and the delayed arrival of many books by Eastern scholars
until after Ibn Hazm's death. This research addresses the issue of the definition of
faith (Imdn) among Islamic sects in his book, Al-Fasl, considering it a model
through which we attempt to determine which of the two opinions is closer to the
truth. To achieve this objective, this study adopted the inductive-analytical method
to trace and analyse the views that Ibn Hazm attributed to the sects in the chapter
on the definition of faith, and the comparative-critical method to examine and
verify the accuracy of his attribution of those views to their adherents. The study
concluded by favouring the second opinion, which is that Ibn Hazm made several
errors in attributing the views of the sects on the definition of faith to their
adherents.

Keywords: Ibn Hazm, the definition of faith among Islamic sects, the book Al-
Fasl fi al-Milal wa-al-Nihal.
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