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Abstract

The magamah genre came into being in the Arabic literary
history with the invention of Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamadhant in the tenth
century and was improved thereafter with the literati that came after him.
The genre spread over many Islamic cities till it reached Andalusia.
Coincidentally, Islam came into Nigeria in the century that follows the
invention of magamabh, a situation that encouraged the Nigerian scholars
to study works of maqamah such as that of al-Hamadhant and al-Harut
since both are considered amongst the indispensable sources of Arabic
language and literature. However, to learn about Islam one needs to have
little knowledge of Arabic since the language came alongside Islam into
Nigeria. The significance of magamat in the preservation of Arabic
language and vocabularies made the Nigerian scholars to extensively
study al-Harut’s magamat. As such, this study concentrates on the
critique of one of the Nigerian magamat because the genre came into
being in the Nigerian Arabic literary realm in the twentieth century.
Therefore, this paper aims to study five maqamat of Abdul-Bari;
examine the significance of geographical spaces in the magamat and
how the writer links them with the events of his magamat; and explore
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the functions which the magamat are made to perform by the author. The
study adopts ‘Close Reading’ as a method and asserts that Abdul-Bari’s
maqgamat could be regarded as a successful mimesis of al-Harut’s but
with his unique style, and that geographical space is tool that controls
the plot of the magamat. Finally, the study concludes by suggesting that
there should be more surge in the literary writings that deal with social
issues; literary writings should be encouraged and its writers should
concentrate more on novels rather than Arabic poetry.
Keywords: magamat — space — geographical.
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